8                          BACKGROUND OF COPYRIGHT LAW

was modified in the later law, but our present provision for foreign
publications in the English language is far less generous.

The Copyright Act of 1909, our present law, has several notable
improvements over the earlier provisions. Books of foreign origin in
a foreign language need not be reprinted here to secure copyright;
the copyright term now starts from the date of publication instead
of the date of registration and deposit; our renewal term is extended
to twenty-eight years.